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May 14, 2021 

  

  

 

Dear Alden CSD Grades 7-12 Families: 

  

It is with great excitement that I share this communication with you!  The purpose of this letter is 

to update you on our efforts to move forward with the New York State Department of Health 

(NYSDOH) and the New York State Education Department (NYSED) revised guidance to schools.  

Over the last two months, we have been supporting this much anticipated change as follows: 

 

• On March 12, a letter was sent on behalf of all the Erie-Niagara School Superintendents 

Association to Governor Cuomo urging him to direct his state agencies to review their 

guidance to schools, including the social distancing rules, in light of the most recent 

research around the spread of COVID-19 in school settings.  That letter was signed by 

nearly every area school superintendent and 22 local physicians, including specialists in 

Infectious Disease and Pediatric Psychiatry.   

• On March 19, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) updated its guidance for schools, 

which stated that it was safe for students to be in school with three feet of social distance, 

as long as other mitigation strategies (masking, hand hygiene, etc.) were followed.   

• Reviewing all health and safety protocols in light of updated CDC publications. 

• During our faculty & staff, building-level team and administrative team meetings since the 

CDC’s release, we have been discussing the details associated with a return to full in-

person learning for all students.   

• Our administrative teams have been developing contingency plans around school lunch, 

District transportation, and classroom seating that can be enacted in response to updated 

guidance to schools once we receive it.   

• Plans that allow the fully remote option to remain in place through the end of the year for 

all children who are currently in that placement. 

• On April 26, 2021, grades K-6 were able to return to five days a week of face-to-face 

instruction with revised physical distancing of three feet. 
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As I shared in last week’s communication, we have closely monitored the county’s COVID-19 

daily cases in hopes of reaching a seven-day rolling average less than 100 cases per 100,000 

residents.  This data point will shift districts within Erie County to the “Orange Zone,” which 

permits students in grades 7-12 to attend classes with physical distancing of at least 3-feet.  I am 

confident this shift will be able to be made in the next few days, and thus allowing districts in the 

region to return all 7-12 students to full in-person learning.  Rest assured that I will follow-up with 

everyone immediately, should the rates not fall as anticipated. 

 

Within the next few days, families will receive communication from our transportation department 

sharing revised pick-up / drop-off times.  Principals and our buildings and grounds crew have been 

readying their buildings and classrooms to adhere to the social distancing guidance associated with 

this change.  Beginning on May 19, 2021, we will be welcoming all of our students back to our 

classrooms five days a week.  We are planning for all students currently learning in the hybrid 

model to transition to in-person instruction five days a week so long as the established threshold 

has been reached.  If this is not your intention and wish for your child to transition from the hybrid 

model to 100% remote instruction, please contact your school principal immediately. 

 

Additionally, I would like to remind our families that the 2021-2022 Annual Budget Vote and 

Election will be held this coming Tuesday, May 18, 2021, from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the High 

School Auditorium.  The Budget Hearing is viewable on the District website, 

www.aldenschools.org, under the “Budget News” tab under Quick Links on the left-hand side of 

the page.  

 

Personally, I have been looking forward to this day since last spring and hope it is a sign of the 

significant progress our community and country has made in dealing with COVID-19.  Thank you 

for your continued partnership in the learning and growth of your children.   

 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Adam Stoltman 

Superintendent of Schools 
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